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“I have always been
fascinated by the
relationship between
East and West and,
in particular, how
they come together
to create something
unique” ALAN CHAN
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OUR DESIGN SIGNATURE
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...once upon a time in China
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THE ART OF CHINESE GARDEN

DESIGN CONCEPT
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ARCHITECTURE
A patterned opening in a garden wall or a passageway is a common architectural feature inside a Chinese  

garden. It creates a framed view and layers upon layers by introducing the external views. Connecting the earthly  
world to the heavenly world, it has a variety of form with auspicious meanings. For instance, the gourd  

symbolizes longevity, good health and abundance of blessings. The flower vase represents peace and transquility. 
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ARCHITECTURE 501_005
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ARCHITECTURE 501_004
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ARCHITECTURE 501_003
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SCHOLAR’S ROCK
Scholar’s rock is highly prized in China for its dramatic forms, texture surfaces and unusual asymmetry.  

Its distinctive holes, nooks and crannies are formed when the limestone is eroded over hundreds of years.  
The abstract forms are admired for the resemblance to mountain landscapes, animals, birds, human figures or  

mythical creatures. It reflects the literati scholars’ ideals of connecting to nature and to one’s natural state.



1918



2120

SCHOLAR’S ROCK 502_005
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SCHOLAR’S ROCK 502_003
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SCHOLAR’S ROCK 502_004
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GOLDFISH
Goldfish in Chinese gardens became popular among imperial family during mid-Qing dynasty. It has many  

positive connotations in Chinese culture. Its mandarin pronunciation jinyu suggests gold and jade respectively, thus  
representing abundance, wealth and longevity. The behaviour of swimming in pairs leads to the connection of unity  

and loyalty. And in literati circles, it also represents the pursuit of elegance. 
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GOLDFISH 503_001



3130

GOLDFISH 503_005
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GOLDFISH 503_003
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FLOWER
Plum, orchid, chrysanthemum and bamboo, are highly regarded as the Four Noble Plants in Chinese culture.  

Symbolizing nobility and longevity, Chrysanthemum is native to China and cultivated in China over 3000 years ago as a  
flowering herb. Its flowers bloom in the cold weather in graceful shapes and bright colours which suggests the virtue to  

withstand all adversities. The pattern is inspired by One Hundred Chrysanthemums, an original book featuring woodblock  
prints of 100 flowers by Hasegawa Keika, published in 1893 during Meiji period, which Alan bought in Kyoto. 
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FLOWER 504_004
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FLOWER 504_003
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FLOWER 504_001
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FLOWER 505_002
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FLOWER 505_003
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FLOWER 505_005
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ARCHITECTURE SCHOLAR’S ROCK

ARCHITECTURE 501_005

ARCHITECTURE 501_004

ARCHITECTURE 501_003 SCHOLAR’S ROCK 502_004

SCHOLAR’S ROCK 502_003

SCHOLAR’S ROCK 502_005



5554

GOLDFISH FLOWER

FLOWER 504_004

FLOWER 504_003

FLOWER 504_001

GOLDFISH 503_001

GOLDFISH 503_005

GOLDFISH 503_003
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FLOWER

FLOWER 505_002

FLOWER 505_003

FLOWER 505_005

...where magic begins



TAPLAB WALL COVERING SRL  
VIA SAN GIMIGNANO  108
POGGIBONSI (SI) ITALY

info@taplab.it

Assistenza clienti e Ufficio marketing
press@taplab.it
T. +39 0577 985836 
taplab.it

Print
TapGrafiche 2022

Le tonalità dei decori riportati sul catalogo 
sono da ritenersi puramente indicativi.
The shades of the decorations on the 
catalog are to be regarded as purely 
indicative.

TapLab si riserva di aggiornare e modificare 
in qualsiasi momento e senza preavviso 
i dati e i materiali di questo catalogo.
TapLab has the right to updated and change 
the data and the materials contained in the 
catalogue at any time and without notice.

©ALAN CHAN 2022
©TAPLAB wall covering 2022

THE ART OF CHINESE GARDEN



“A Chinese 
garden is 
where all the 
arts come 
together”  

ALAN CHAN


